
Five Solas / Sola Gratia: Grace Alone

 

• The 5 Solas are as follows: Sola Scriptura, Solus Christus, Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, and Soli Deo 
Gloria.

• The latin phrase Sola means                .

• Grace alone (sola Gratia), through Faith alone (sola Fide), in Christ alone (solus Christus), 
based on Scripture alone (sola Scriptura), for the glory of God alone (soli Deo gloria)

• These 5 declarations were pivotal in proclaiming the truth of our Salvation.

• It wasn’t the reformers ideas to start a new                                      or movement.

• It “was” their desire to                    the Catholic church.

• It was their hope to change the                 teachings and the perverse leadership in order to 
bring forth God’s will and purpose.

Even today this spirit of Reformation lives on.

• It’s ultimately not a Catholic church problem it is a humanity problem, a           problem.

The Catholic church over the years continued to add to what was already clearly defined in 
                           .

Matthew 11:29–30 (ESV)

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Today, this all important topic is going to continue as we look at the phrase Sola Gratia or Grace 
Alone.

• What this doctrine teaches is that we are saved by                 and only by grace.

• There is nothing in and of ourselves that brings on                             and there is no work 
that we can perform to bring about                            .

• It is not God’s                 and our             . It is God’s                 and God’s             .

• This is why He alone gets the praise. 

• This is why           alone gets the glory. 

The Bible clearly shows that our salvation is not works based but                 and                 based.
Ephesians 2:8–9 ESV
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Grace is shown to be a              from God. 

• This gift of Salvation is displayed through grace. 
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• The Greek word is Charis (Kar-reese) which means Favor,                         , or Kindness.

• Which is an appropriate definition when speaking of human to human grace.

• Grace is what we did not earn, did not deserve, and could never pay back. 

• Grace is a              given to us, though we are not worthy of it. 

• This grace is extended by the will of God, not by the              of man.

• The Father’s              of grace through the                 of Christ and                       by the Holy 
Spirit. 

• The Catholic church on the other hand believed that our Salvation is a gift of grace in 
                                        with our works.

Now, this is important: The Reformers                    negate works, not by any means.

• But firmly places works as a                    of receiving the gift of grace unto Salvation “Not” 
in                                   with grace for salvation.

• We are saved        good works not        good works.

• We are saved           good works not                       of good works. 
Titus 2:11 ESV
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,
Titus 2:12–14 ESV
training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 
godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 
purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.

                should make us zealous for                             !

• If we put works with our                             for our Salvation, then we have misunderstood 
the                 of God.

• But if we see our works as an outpouring of the grace that we have received, then we have a 
biblical understanding of works.

Question 1: Why is it so difficult for us to embrace that we are saved apart from anything we 
do.

Question 2: Why is it this understanding of grace so liberating and freeing? Why is this 
doctrine good news?
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Everything we have and everything we                       is by God’s grace.

God’s grace is seen                               .

Even our                    hope and eternal life is a result of grace.

There are two types of grace that God bestows upon man-kind.

• There is a                       grace that is given to everyone. 

Matthew 5:45 (ESV)

For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust.

• God has                 undeserved grace to all of humanity in a general sense, and we can, and 
should spend time meditating on these graces.

• These graces can and should be used when we evangelize our friends, family, and neighbors.
Psalm 145:9 ESV
The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.

This revelation reminds us why our rejection of God is so serious. 
Luke 6:35 ESV
But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.

Grace isn’t just about good                , grace is also extended in preventing             .

•  Genesis 20 gives us an example of preventing           as a grace to those who would          .
Genesis 20:6 ESV
Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that you have done this in the integrity of your 
heart, and it was I who kept you from sinning against me. Therefore I did not let you touch her.

• This is a                    grace to all people. 

But, then there is a                          grace that is bestowed upon the                . 
• This is the grace that                                      the work of Salvation and is what the reformers 

fought to preserve.

Sola Gratia shows us, in spectacular wonder, that God’s grace                                      our salvation 
from the very beginning through the very end.
Genesis 3:21 ESV
And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

Now, Let us not confuse Mercy and Grace.

• Mercy withholds a punishment we                      ;

• Sin equals death and Adam and Eve did                       to die. 

• Thus God showed Adam and Eve                .
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•  But, it did not end there as God also showed                .

• Grace gives us a blessing we don’t                      .

• God clothed their nakedness and gave them a new land and task, since they could no longer 
dwell in the Garden after their          .

• Likewise, In                 God chose to cancel our sin debt by sacrificing His perfect Son in our 
place.

But, he goes further than mercy when he then extends grace to His Enemies
Romans 5:10 ESV
For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now 
that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.

We are God’s                       because we have sinned against Him.

• No amount of good works can              this.

• Actually it is our                             to put forth good works to God’s                       standard 
that we are guilty.

Romans 3:20 ESV
For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin.

It is through the law that recognize our need of a                   .

Romans 3:21–22 (ESV)

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and 
the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 
who believe.

We are           able to save ourselves which is why this saving grace is necessary.

• We need a saving grace from a                                      .

Thankfully the grace that God gives us is not ordinary grace, but Sovereign grace.

• God is                            . He is completely in control and commands every molecule to every 
galaxy.

• God is                         . He extends unmerited favor towards those who have not earned it.
Exodus 33:19 ESV
And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name 
‘The Lord.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I 
will show mercy.
Romans 9:15–16 ESV
For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I have compassion.” So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has 
mercy.
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• This Salvation of                 is not a collaboration between man and God but                       to 
the Lord.

Psalm 3:8 ESV
Salvation belongs to the Lord; your blessing be on your people! Selah
Psalm 62:1 ESV
For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation.

Romans 8:29–30 (ESV)

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he 
also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also 
glorified.

This is all done by                 and through                .
John 6:44 ESV
No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the 
last day.

We do not have the             ,                   , or the                      , to come to the Son for our Salvation.

• But, when the                    draws us to the           by His                ,                 will accomplish 
our immediate                             and carry it through to                         .

John 15:26 ESV
“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 
proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.

The                    will bear witness of Christ and this                 will be applied to us through the 
Spirit.

Question 1: Is it unfair on God’s part to freely give His grace to whom He chooses based on 
His Sovereign will?

Question 2: How can both life and death be considered grace by God?
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2 Corinthians 1:2 ESV
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Galatians 1:3 ESV
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,
Ephesians 1:2 ESV
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:2 ESV
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul speaks so highly of grace because it is through grace that we received the                   .

• God’s grace is what redeems us through the                 of Christ.
Ephesians 1:7 ESV
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace,

The verse also speaks of God’s grace granting us                                   of our sins.

• God’s grace in and through                 gives us reconciliation
Colossians 1:19–20 ESV
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

We are                    the Holy Spirit through this grace
Luke 11:13 ESV
If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

And ultimate this grace through Jesus leads us to eternal life.
John 3:16 ESV
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.

The desire to even pursue Christ is a             . 

• The desire to repent of your sins is a             .

• The ability to believe is a             . 

• The urge to call out to your Savior and plead that He would open your eyes and your heart to 
the truth of the Gospel is a             .

Philippians 2:13 ESV
for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Ephesians 3:20–21 ESV
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 
power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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