
Sola Deo Gloria: Glory of God Alone

 

Today we conclude our study on the 5 Solas of the Reformation!

• This is my favorite of the 5 Solas because this doctrine brings about                      .

• Today we wrap up our series with Soli Deo Gloria or for the                 of God Alone.

God’s glory is a fascinating topic to explore because in one way, it brings about                            .

• And in another area it brings about                                  . 

The confusion comes when we wrestle with the idea of God doing all things for His glory and His 
                   sake.

• People who do things for their glory and their namesake are called                      , prideful, 
arrogant. 

It is fascinating on the other hands, because we have been created to worship, we get great joy in 
worship.

• God giving us Himself, gives us the                            outlet for the worship that bursts forth 
from us, and is an incredible gift. 

We are created to worship and every person, believer or unbeliever, worships on daily.

This is where the issue of the reformation comes to play.

• The issue with the Catholic Church is that it does not  worship God                .

In the prayer of Saint Alphonus, an Italian catholic bishop writes:

• I worship thee, great Queen, and give thee thanks for the many favors thou hast bestowed on me 
in the past; most of all do I thank thee for having saved me from hell, which I had so often 
deserved. In thee I put all my trust, all my hope of Salvation, thou art the mother of Mercy.

• Speaking of             , the Catholic Church brings forth a worship of her and the saints and relics, 
and many other created things.

The reformers wanted to bring forth a clarity to God’s word, a clarity to Salvation, and a clarity to the 
Believer.

• To do so, these              Solas were brought forth in order to help seek the truth of our Salvation 
as defined by the Scriptures.



• This brings us to our 5th and final Sola, which means Alone, Soli Deo Gloria, For the                 
of God Alone.

The Westminster Shorter Catechism States: Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.”

Romans 11:36 (ESV)

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

• We see here that all that we have, see, know is from God, and He                 is worth of all glory, 
honor, and praise, forever and ever.

The reason we are so prone to worship is that God                       us for this very reason.

From the very beginning in Genesis we see the grandness of our Creator. 

• We see that out of                       an explosion of something.

As an artist paints with strokes from His brush,             paints with the power of His Word and it is 
awesome in the fullest extent of the definition.

• Everything, including us,                    the wonders of God and His artistry. 

• From the very beginning, the intent, the purpose, the reason, was to display is epic proportions 
the glory of God.

• Everything we see, smell, taste, touch, and              are reminders of God’s glory. 

• What God had made good and glorious was being disrupted when Adam and Eve exchanged the 
glory of God for the glory of self.

• From there what God made good, was still good, but our perception and thoughts and ideas 
were corrupt due to          .

• Adam as our federal head, now infused with sin, transferred this sin to His offspring.

• What we then needed was a new federal head who can defeat sin, and transfer his righteousness 
to the offspring or children of God.

• This is where                 comes into the picture.

God’s glory was not eradicated by sin, God’s glory became all the more magnificient because of sin 
and the way in which God would declare His glory.

• The God-man of Jesus entered into humanity, entered into his creation, to bring forth our 
                   to the praise of His glorious name!

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Ro11.36


• God’s glory shone all the more brighter to humanity, who was darkened by sin, when all of 
creation was illuminated by the Son.

• It was not that God’s glory grew or became greater, but our revelation of God’s glory and God’s 
greatness came into              because of Jesus.

Ephesians 2:1–9 (ESV)

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this 
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 
of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us 
up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by 
grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast.

What we discover here and what the reformers brought forth was that our Salvation is a work of God 
and God alone.

Let’s pause here for a couple of questions and see how our perspectives of Salvation glorify God.

How does God’s sovereignty in salvation affect your view of him?

Why would a man-centered Gospel over a God-centered Gospel effect God’s glory?

The problem that many have with God’s glory is that it is contrasted with a          -centered idea of 
glory.

• We look at people who do actions for their own glory as self-centered, arrogant, and prideful.

• Yet, we see God doing this very thing in Scripture and many wonder if this is the same thing.

Psalm 23:1–3 (ESV)

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me 
beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

• The key is in the final 4 words as to why He does this: For His Name’s             .

Don’t think that God does not love us, He absolutely does.

• We are the beneficiary of amazing                   and love.

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Eph2.1-9
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Ps23.1-3


• But, when we look as to the reasons for God’s grace and love, we don’t see ourselves, we see 
         .

Revelation 4:11 (ESV)

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all 
things, and by your will they existed and were created.”

The way that I deal with those who reject God’s glory as evil or that God is insecure and needs our 
worship is this:

• Who would you rather be the                    of God’s Worship?

• Whoever God worships, is who I will worship.

• Everything is thus Soli Deo Gloria.

1 Corinthians 10:31 (ESV)

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

This verse reminds us that our whole life and purpose is to live for the glory of God. 

Paul helps us see that every aspect of our life is to be                       to God.

• The jobs we have, the family we are given, the hobbies we participate in, and everything we do, 
is meant to be done to God’s glory. 

• Does God’s glory diminish in our failure to glorify Him?

• Not at all. Matter of Fact, God is glorified in another way as He grants us 
                                 as a means to give Him glory.

Repentance gives Him glory because it shows our need for him. 

• Repentance is a                    of mind that results in a change of action.

It is our turning back to God, turning back to the only one worthy of our worship and adoration, that 
also brings forth glory.

When we discover that we have sinned, when we have missed the             , when we haven’t lived for 
God’s glory, God’s glory is not lost.

1 John 1:9 (ESV)

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Re4.11
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.1Co10.31
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.1Jn1.9


Romans 7:15 (ESV)

For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.

Yet, in God’s grace and mercy He gives us repentance in order to be forgiven and continue the journey 
for His glory.

Let’s go now to our final set of Questions.

How or Why do we struggle with repenting and have difficulties making repentance a continual 
act of worship?

How does the fact that repentance brings God glory change your perception of repentance?

Ultimately the 5 solas do more than just give us an understanding of reformed theology and salvation.

• The 5 solas give us a                       and a sure reality of God and His purposes and plans that 
bring about His glory and our good.

• The 5 solas guard the Gospel from false teachers and the devils schemes that seek to destroy 
God’s glory.

• The word alone makes sure that we are no looking to man’s glory but to God’s glory. We are not 
man-centered but God centered.

While the reformation took place over 500 years ago, the Five                 are just as needed today as 
they were back then.

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Ro7.15

