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These 5 solas are doctrines, or                            , at the center of the reformation.

While Martin Luther is credited as the one who began the reformation, there were several in the 
centuries before who paved the way. 

• Two of the most famous are              Wycliff and              (Jan) Hus.

• The 5 Solas are as follows: Sola Scriptura, Solus Christus, Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, and Soli 
Deo Gloria.

• The latin phrase Sola means                .

• Grace alone (sola Gratia), through Faith alone (sola Fide), in Christ alone (solus 
Christus), based on Scripture alone (sola Scriptura), for the glory of God alone (soli Deo 
gloria)

• These 5 declarations were vital for proclaiming the truth of our Salvation.

The Catholic churched did not believe in Sola fide but fide et. 

• In english this would be translated to Faith          . 

So, let’s begin with a definition of faith found in the Bible.

Hebrews 11:1 (ESV)

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

Faith at its core is being              of what we hope for.

• Faith is having                             in God and hope in His promises being             .

• Faith must be a              that the promises of God are indeed ours.

Faith is also a firmly rooted, firmly held, firmly believed,                             of that which your 
eyes cannot see.

• It is not the ability to see that makes it faith.

• It is believing though we cannot see or touch, yet we know that it is             .

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Heb11.1


• We cannot believe in something that we have no knowledge of its existence. 

Hebrews 11:6 (ESV)

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

• We have to believe he exists and we must                Him. 

• God has revealed Himself through the                 and thus we seek him through 
Scriptures.

Faith not only requires a knowledge but requires an                   . 

Hebrews 11:8 (ESV)

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.

Faith caused Abraham to not only believe but to go.

• True and authentic faith requires you to put your faith into                         .

• True authentic faith produces works. 

James 2:26 (ESV)

For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.

Works is the outpouring and the result of                             faith. 

• Faith is being willing to endure persecution and loss if necessary. 

Hebrews 11:27 (ESV)

By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him 
who is invisible.

B.B. Warfield calls this a reliant trust in the invisible author of all good.

Now many people call Christian faith a                 faith. 

Blind Faith: is defined as belief without true understanding or perception.

• This is not the type of faith that we find biblically and this would not be a              gift 
from God.

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Heb11.6
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Heb11.8
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Jas2.26
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Heb11.27


Ephesians 2:8 (ESV)

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God,

By faith we believe that God is                       who He has revealed Himself to be and promises 
Himself to be.

• By faith we believe that God will do what He says He will do.

Question 1: In what ways is the Bible’s definition of biblical faith been different from what 
you have known in the past?

Question 2: What is the difference between blind faith and biblical faith? Give examples?

Now let us explore why it is faith alone is vital to our Salvation.

•                             will point to James 2:24 where we see the only time faith alone is 
mentioned in the Bible seems to contradict the reformers.

James 2:24 (ESV)

You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.

First, James is not making a case for why faith alone is                      . 

Second, the Bible does not need to say Faith Alone in order for it to teach the doctrine of Faith 
Alone.

James is taking  section is about                       the genuineness of your faith by what you do.

• James is not bringing forth the same meaning of                               as we normally think 
of when we talk about being justified by faith.

• Paul speaks of being justified as being declared righteous by God. 

• However, James is using justified to speak of our faith being                                      or 
shown to be authentic. 

James 2:24 NIV

You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone.

Let’s see what Paul has to say about justification in the legal sense with faith.

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Eph2.8
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Romans 3:28 (ESV)

For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.

Here we see that we are made                   with God by faith.

The other key part here is that this justification is apart or separate from works.

Ephesians 2:8–9 (ESV)

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

• We see that faith is a              that is given to us from God.

• Next we see that faith is not a result of works, and it is so that God gets the glory and not 
man.

Thus, we see very clearly that we are saved through faith and not anything else.

Faith then becomes the                       expression of the inward transformation.

Galatians 2:20 (ESV)

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.

Galatians 2:16 (ESV)

yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, 
so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.

• Paul goes all in on Justification by Faith alone when he says that no one will be justified 
by works

Romans 5:1 (ESV)

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Our peace, our salvation, our hope, all rests in this gift of Faith given to us by God in which we 
are made right by Him.

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Ro3.28
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• Paul gives us the confidence that God will achieve all that He has promised.

Romans 4:21 (ESV)

fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.

Let us close our time by looking briefly at the issue of the reformation in regards to Sola Fide.

• During the Council of                   held by the Catholic Church in response to the 
reformation this Canon was penned.

“If any one saith, that by faith alone the impious is justified; in such wise as to mean, that 
nothing else is required to co-operate in order to the obtaining the grace of Justification, and that 
it is not in any way necessary, that he be prepared and disposed by the movement of his own 
will; let him be anathema,” (Council of Trent, Canons on Justification, Canon 9).

Anathema is a formal                 by the pope and an excommunication from the Catholic 
Church. 

• In other words, according to the Catholic Church, if you believe in Faith alone, you are 
not a                            .

When Martin Luther was told to recant his position by the Catholic Church, it is this curse and 
excommunication he faced. 

Martin Luther famously says these words.

“My conscience is captive to the Word of God. Thus I cannot and will not recant, because acting 
against one's conscience is neither safe nor sound. Here I stand; I can do no other. God help 
me.”

It wasn’t the Catholic Church that Martin Luther needed to be afraid of, it was           Himself 
that must be followed.

To have a right relationship with God requires us to have                .

• The only way to have faith is to receive it from God as a free gift of grace.

• The way we receive the gift of faith is through the proclamation and belief in the Gospel. 

Romans 1:16 (ESV)

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Ro4.21
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What is this faith giving Gospel?

• The Gospel is                                   of who the true and living God is as declared through 
the Scripture.

• It is the recognition of who we are in light of the grandness and                          of God.

• Mainly that we are sinners in rebellion against God and need to be reconciled back to 
God and have no ability in and of ourselves to do such a thing.

• The Gospel is Jesus, being the God-Man,                                   us back to the Father 
through His life, death, burial, and resurrection.

• Paying the sin debt that we owed upon the cross and granting us His righteousness.

• This is done by grace, through                , and these are both gifts of God.

The way we confirm that we have received faith is through repentance and                   .

• Which belief includes knowledge and action.

This is what faith is and this is why we declare with Martin Luther 500 years ago, that Salvation 
is by                 Alone.


